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 India has made lot of progress in agriculture since independence in terms of growth in output, yields 
and area under many crops. It has gone through a green revolution, a white revolution, a yellow revolution and 
a blue revolution. The economy of Uttar Pradesh is predominantly agrarian and performance of agriculture 
and allied activities such as horticulture, animal husbandry, dairying and fisheries are critical in determining 
the growth rate of the State. Primary sector (inclusive of mining) contributed 36.8% to the State’s income in 
2013-14 and provided employment to 66% of total workers. However, the share of this sector in State income 
has been progressively reducing. Over the years, the agriculture sector has not received as much attention as 
other sectors in services and manufacturing. The emerging areas in agriculture like horticulture, floriculture, 
organic farming, genetic engineering, food processing branding and packaging have high potentials of growth. 
Development of rural infrastructure, rural extension services, agro-based and food processing industries are 
essential for generating employment and reducing poverty. 

 The term inclusive growth is most visibly manifested in the theme of the Eleventh Five Year Plan 
(2007 to 2012). The object is ‘towards faster and more inclusive growth’, which clearly reflects the need to 
find a sustainable balance between growth and inclusion. All major initiatives of the Government such as 
agricultural and rural development, industry and urban development, infrastructure and services, in education 
and health care- sought to promote ‘inclusive growth.’ 

 However, exclusion continued in terms of low agriculture growth, low quality employment growth, 
low human development, rural-urban divides, gender and social inequalities, and regional disparities etc. 
There is now recognition that inclusive growth should be achieved in order to reduce poverty and other 
disparities and raise economic growth.  

 Even at international level, there is a concern about inequalities and exclusion and now they are also 
talking about inclusive approach for development. Indian agriculture has witnessed tremendous changes 
during the last 3 decades following the adoption of green revolution technology during late 1960's. The green 
revolution technology was initially adopted on a large scale in the regions well endowed with irrigation. As 
this technology possessed vast potential for increase in productivity, it led to impressive growth in agricultural 
output in the regions where it was adopted. Because the spread of green revolution technology was highly 
skewed in favour of certain states and regions, this led to a high growth in agricultural output in selected 
regions while the other regions suffered from stagnancy or poor growth in agricultural output. Consequently, 
the first decade following green revolution is believed to have increased inter state disparities in development 
and incomes. 

 During the last one decade, Uttar Pradesh has been witness to many climatic changes and eastern 
Uttar Pradesh has faced severe floods, while Bundelkhand region has faced one of the worst famines of the 
last decade. Thus, the impact of climate change has adversely affected agricultural production resulting in 
huge loss of paddy and corn crops in eastern districts and regional crops in Bundelkhand. Climate-related 
disasters have brought widespread misery and huge economic losses to Uttar Pradesh, adversely affecting 
public health, food security, agriculture, water resources and biodiversity in the state. Floods are the most 
common annual occurrences in Uttar Pradesh, affecting one or the other part of the state; the most affected 
being the districts of the eastern U.P. and terai region. Agriculture in India is very much weather-dependent. It 
is ironic, then, that a significant percentage of greenhouse-gas emission-come from agriculture. Fossil-fuel 
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intensive agriculture is contributing to the creation of the unpredictable weather conditions which all farmers 
will need to battle in the not so distant future.  

 Scientists believe that the fluctuating weather conditions in a state suggest that the state is reeling 
under climatic chaos. For more than a decade now, the state has been experiencing contrasting extreme 
weather conditions. Agriculture has been worst affected in Uttar Pradesh by these climatic changes.  A little 
decrease in temperatures can reduce the production of wheat crops, but he lp in the growth of paddy. Such 
changes may often tilt the farmers towards growing one crop at the expense of the other. This would lead to 
imbalances in crop production. 

 According to the 2001 Census, 62.12 percent of the state’s total workers are engaged in agriculture. 
UP contributes on an average 21 percent to the national production of food grain. With an average annual food 
grain production of about 42.7 million tons and per capita production of 234 kg, U.P. ranks third highest 
among major states, and is considered to be a food grain surplus state. Yet the plight of farmers is far from 
satisfactory. In the Bundelkhand area, with its high levels of poverty, many small and marginal farmers are 
indebted both to moneylenders and government banks. As the weather gets hotter, the chances of paying back 
loans become difficult, leading to stress and in some extreme cases, suicides. The growing water scarcity 
poses further problems of survival to people and animals alike. Already there have been reports of cattle 
deaths due to water scarcity in the district. In recent years, the water level has gone down significantly.  The 
ill effects of climate change can also be seen on women farmers, especially poor women farmers because of 
their low social and economic status. They also have lesser accessibility to livelihood resources and land 
holdings. 

There is a serious danger of climatic changes (in the form of severe droughts, floods, intense rainfall, and 
storms) undermining development programmes and millennium development goals aimed at reducing 
poverty. Currently India is spending 2.5% of its total GDP on measures to control the adverse impact of 
climatic change, which is a big amount for any developing nation. The zeal of rapid industrialization, 
deforestation and willful consumption of natural resources is likely to make the situation worse. Policy makers 
at the state, regional and national level should take a serious view of the economic, agricultural, health-related 
and environmental impacts of climate changes. 

 

Main Concerns in Agriculture 

 Decline in growth from 3.5% during 1981-97 to 2% during 1997-2005. Decline in  yield 
growth. 

 Land and water problems, vulnerability to world commodity prices, farmers’  suicides, 45% of 
farmers want to leave agriculture but no where to go. The data  released by NSSO (National Sample Survey 
Organization) also provides useful  insights regarding indebtedness of farmers  in the country as a 
whole as well as  Uttar Pradesh. In UP out of 17.16 million  farmer households, 6.92 million 
 (40.3%) were reported to be indebted while for  the country as a whole,  48.6% (43.42 million) of 
89.35 million farmer households  were reported to be  indebted. 

 Disparities in growth across regions and crops: growth rate declined more in rain  fed areas. 

 Long term factors: Steeper decline in per capita land availability. Shrinking of  farm size. The 
average size of holdings is continually declining in the State. As  per latest available information, 75.4% 
holdings are of less than one hectare and  are marginal farmers. The average size of 90% of small and 
marginal farmers is  about 0.55 hectares. 

 Main problem is low labour productivity in agriculture.  

Three Goals of Agricultural Development 

1.  Achieve 4% growth in agriculture and raise incomes. Increasing productivity (land, labor), diversification 
to high value agriculture and rural non-farm by  maintaining food security.  
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2. Second goal is sharing growth (equity): focus on small and marginal farmers,  lagging regions, 
women etc.  

3.  Third is to maintain sustainability of agriculture by focusing on environmental  concerns. 

 

Six deficits in agriculture 

(a) Land and water management deficit, 

(b)  Investment, credit and Infrastructure deficit,   

(c)  Research and extension (technology) deficit,  

(d) Market deficit,  

(e) Institutions deficit,  

(f) Education/skill deficit 

 

What should be done to improve inclusive growth? 

 Agricultural Development is important for economic growth and so steps should  be taken to improve 
it.  

 Economic reforms are important. But macro policies (fiscal, trade, financial,  monetary etc.) should have 
proper focus. 

 Structural change should follow agriculture-industry-services sequence. 

 Development of manufacturing sector is important for creation of productive  employment. 

 Equality of opportunities.  

 

Conclusion 

There is a need to have a broad based and inclusive growth to benefit all sections of society and improve 
economic growth. We have examined issues and challenges in five elements of inclusive growth (poverty and 
employment, agriculture, social sector, regional disparities and environment). It is more challenging for the 
country to achieve inclusive growth than getting 8 to 10 per cent growth in GDP. There are strong social, 
economic and political reasons for achieving broader and inclusive growth. Socially, lack of inclusive growth 
leads to unrest among many people. There is also an economic argument. The measures which raise equity 
also promote economic growth. Lastly, the political argument is that no government in a democracy can 
afford to ignore large sections of workers and non-working population. If it is not inclusive it can generate 
very severe social tensions. Thus, politically, for having a stable and democratic society one needs to have 
inclusive growth.  
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