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Abstract:
Life is systematic symbol of knowledge and understanding. Poems are allegorical teachings to nurture the life. In life’s
reality, paths are always present and they are symbols for human beings’ choices in life. Nobody knows in this world
surely where a choice taken leads to, but definitely, it has consequence whether one like it not. Thus, Robert Frost
symbolizes the same anatomy of life in his poem The Road Not Taken, which in fact stands for biblical teachings of Lord
Jesus. His famous line ‘no man can serve two masters’ from bible teaches that man is bound to experience one choice or
one path one emotion at a time, not in bundle. Thus, the choices taken by human beings in crucial situations do not have
chance going back and to correct, but only way to change the choices or correct from then onwards. This is exactly the
poem teaches to every student in academic period. The work of Robert Frost can be written before hundred years by
now, but it is always relevant in its nature to instruct students certain qualities of life and guidance in present
modernized world.
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I. INTRODUCTION
Though, the author Robert Frost is born in San Francisco on March 26, 1874, his poems are relevant even in
today’s corporate and busy world. Though, romantic poets are known for their poetry on ‘nature’, yet, Robert
Frost remains as a poet with spiritual coating in most of his poems. These poems teach a lesson in life that to
visualize the world or nature beyond its physicality, which elevates conscious mind towards life’s gist of
creation. His intentions to fill the images and spiritual themes in his poems are not to isolate landscapes as
mere objects but as representatives of inner thoughts of mind. This character and style predominantly keeps
him away from traditional verse forms and metrics which are poetic movements and fashions of his time.

It is fascinating to observe that romantic poets linked or encapsulated the relation of human beings with nature
and developed strong emotional attachment with landscape. Wordsworth as a romantic highlighted the accord
that human being has the intuition with nature, but whereas, Frost brings the difference between man and
nature. In Robert Frost’s opinion, nature stands apart from human being, but it has scope to teach something to
him/her. In Wordsworth’s idea, there is inner connection in human being towards nature which explores
newer dimensions but, Frost is precise with suggestion that looks at nature and learns something out of it, and
the poem Road Not Taken exactly speaks the same. Wordsworth as a romantic poet has the perception of inner
eye, as human beings call it as soul connects one to the entire universe. He says:

“While with an eye made quite by the power of harmony, and the deep power of joy, We see into the power of
things.” (Tintern Abbey: 1798, 22-24)
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On the other side, Robert Frost uses the nature as symbols to express his inner mind. Once speaking about his
love for symbols the poet asserts:

“I am a mystic I believe in symbols. I believe in change and changing symbols. Yet that does not take me
away from the kindly contact of human beings nor, it brings me closer to them.” (The Letters of Robert Frost.
Volume I, 1886-1920: 37)

II. POET’S STYLE OF WRITING
In observation to the above lines, it is evident that the poet is not ambiguous in his words nor, he is
overexcited about his approach of nature and human beings. He maintains the balance in his communication
to express his inner mind through symbols; he ultimately delivers his poetic message to the world in
successful and productive manner. Virginia Woolf, Frost’s nature is not the ‘rainbow’ nature of Wordsworth
but ‘granite’ nature. The rhyme scheme for this particular poem taken for analysis is in ABAAB; the rhymes
are strict and masculine, with the notable exception of the last line. There are four stressed syllables per line,
varying on an iambic tetrameter base. His poems speak for his own poetic philosophy, which begin in delight
and end in wisdom. Louis Untermeyer, an American poet admits that:

“Frost is by no means the dark naturalist that many suspect. Behind the mask of 'grimness' which many of his
critics have fastened upon him, there is a continual elfin pucker; a whimsical smile, a half-disclosed raillery
glints beneath his most somber monologues. His most concrete facts are symbols of spiritual values.”
(Untermeyer: 1920)

At the same time, poem is to focus on pronunciation, intonation and rhythm, aspects of language which many
teachers skip but they are essential for true learning and helpful in corporate world. There will be damaged
vessels in the life, but at the same time, one should know how to use them with positivity.

III. ANALYSIS OF POEM WITH OTHER TEXT
In fact, the poem Road Not Taken can be related to biblical context where Lord Jesus says:

“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many
enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life and only a few find it.” (Matthew:
7:13-14)

As for the bible is concerned about the truth, two kinds of travelers exist in this world, a person who believes
in God chooses to go through narrow road which leads to everlasting life. And the second person, whose eyes
and mind are fixed on worldly issues and concerns, chooses wider road which leads to destruction and hell.
But, ultimately, God has given freedom to choose any of them, but, definitely there will be consequences for
every choice. Surprisingly, the poem “The Road Not Taken” and the bible as well declare that many people
chooses the second path as they do not care to do will of God, but few people choose narrow road and reaches
God at the end. Robert Frost at the end of the novel wishes to take the path is travelled or chosen by very few,
but he knows that it is difficult go through the path he has chosen. The author reveals in his poem that if he
travels through one path at one time, he thinks he could choose the second path another time. But, he revels
that once the path is chosen and travelled, it is highly impossible to choose the second path, which means, one
cannot travel on two paths at the same time. And the other meaning is that once the path is chosen, later finds
it difficult or not appropriate then he/she to take ‘u-turn’ and has to come to the starting point to take another
path. Thus, it is time taking and in experience received condition, one thinks that the chosen path is not his/her
correct choice. Thus, one has to know in advance where to go and the result of the road, and then one can
choose between the paths. In Robert Frost’ sense, nobody knows the exact picture of the destination, but,
only with faith and confidence one has to travel in reality.
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In the end, the natural man traveler chooses to take the road less traveled according to his justified perception,
and admits that his choice made a difference to his life. His sighs of regret of not knowing the destination of
the road not taken, reveals the ultimate disappointment that a man of nature will always experience, when the
realization of his “free will in life” smacks right into the inevitable “only one life to live” principle that all
mortal, natural men must accept. It is in this last stanza, that the reader is able to realize how insignificant the
choice of a path in the woods, and look deeper into the meaning of words to find the significance of that
travel.
Thus, in juxtaposing the metaphor of the poem ‘two paths to walks’ to today’s world make certain sense to
students. The paths represent two choices in life, and every student has number of choices, his/her justification
of choosing can only be analyzed at the end with the success or the bliss one get by decision, this becomes
one’s own way of thinking and doing effects. Natalie Clarkson, a critic analyses that:

“Make sure that you make your choice because you are following your own passions, and not just mimicking
others. Bill Gates built Microsoft because he firmly believed in the personal computer, at a time when others
dismissed it; Richard Reed founded Innocent Drinks because he wanted to promote healthier lifestyles. They
didn’t look at what others had found success with before. They did what they loved to do, and what they
thought would make a positive difference in the world. Every successful entrepreneur shares this trait. It will
help you to keep your business going through the tough times.” (2015: 1)

It is natural evidence that carnal man makes justifications of choices he/she makes. Most of the times, their
choices rove as failures, In the times of retrospection, he/she looks back and back with disappointment, and
examines the road chosen has not brought a deeper fulfillment and meaning to one’s life. At these times, it is
better to take some time and think of the ways to get rid of negative situations rather than taken by
unconstructiveness.

IV. POEM’S RELEVANCE IN PRESENT WORLD
The poem Road Not Taken is written in 1916, and it is exactly 101 years by now. Then how is it applicable for
today’s engineering students or to this younger generation? For any student education is the road taken to
have a better carrier and better life which means education is for both present and future times. How one
moulds today becomes his/her life tomorrow. In today’s world, education plays a crucial role to motivate
students with self-assurance and gives guidance how to go about in life. Unless there are choices in life, it is
highly impossible to choose one among them. It depends upon what choice one takes in life; right choice leads
to right destination. It is to be remembered that for every choice made by man has consequence of it. That is
exactly the poet Robert Frost is emphasizing through his poem. In order to take right choices with analysis in
life needs the essential education. Here, education does not mean the academic exclusively all the time. It is
everyday’s learning; every moment’s experiencing the life and a quick learning from the mistakes. Mahatma
Gandhi once said on education through his newspaper ‘Harijan’ that:

“An education which does not teach us to discriminate between good and bad, to assimilate the one and
eschew the other, is a misnomer.” (Harijan: 1939)

Thus, choosing the good path or choice, otherwise, it can be believed that education is all about
differentiating good and bad. Definitely, education enables an individual to be more independent and having
attentiveness of today’s world information and modernization which formulates into world of opportunities
and rights. Human conscious is always an updating version by its instinct, but, he/she has to use accurate and
acceptable app in the human program. All these programming are done through education which makes to
understand one’s obtainable capability and impending prospect of future.

It is the higher education institutions’ responsibility to guide the students with analytical framework and
making them to choose right paths as their carrier. In fact, it is true that larger number of masses comes into
higher education, hence, there will be more and more competitiveness among students and there will be
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considerable pressure on curriculum development throughout higher education. Every student has individual
goal and passion towards the goal; however, it is important to set certain framework of the goal in order to
acquire required skills to reach the goal. This concept of imbibing skills in students is torn out in academics.
It is necessary for each student to have both focused skills and good thinking mind to cultivate better thoughts
in society. Since, these are the essential measures any company wishes for among students. Today’s education
institutions either providing better education and skills or nurturing ethos, but, one is not enough in another
quality’s absence. They need both qualities to be attentive and to analyze deeply in times they face difficult
problems rather than quitting the job or life. The poem creates an archetypal dilemma, which initiates a
sensation that where the chosen road does lead to; it is both literal and figurative in its true sense. The forks in
paths are literal symbols of metaphors for the lifeline, crisis, and decisions. Then follows the free will to make
choices, but, many people do not think of the consequences of choosing certain paths in life. Later, they worry
too much as if the problems existed suddenly, no; they are liable to happen by the choices taken by
individuals. Thus, paths are determined by an accumulation of choice and chance, and it is impossible to
separate the two, unless experiencing them. John Lynen asserts:

“For Frost, nature is really an image of the whole world of circumstances within which man finds himself.”
(1962: 177)

V. CONCLUSION
Therefore, Robert Frost utilizes symbols to express dominant means of changing conditions in life later years.
And these images are tangible at sight, expressive in silence, archetypal in experience. His poetry clearly
avoids vague emotions, dogmas, assumptions and over-romanticizing. The poet’s imagery is thoughtful to
correct place which is allegorical extension, and later leads to objective experience and subjective imagination
where freedom is personified with simile, metaphors, symbols.
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