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ABSTRACT
CECELIA AHERN’S works deals mainly with capturing the transitional period in people’s lives. Her writings include
about characters who have fallen, who feel powerless in their lives. She is fascinated and inspired by the human spirit,
by the fact that no matter how hopeless we feel and how dark life can be, we do have the courage, strength and bravery
to push through our challenging moments. She portrays her characters as warriors in their own stories.Ahern’s novels
always embody an amalgamation of darkness with light and sadness with humor, always keeping a balance and bringing
the story to a place of hope. She keeps her story basic to let the characters shine. Simple plot and eclectic cast. One does
not expect the lasting impression and the stunning message it contains. It is the protagonist’sself-discoveries and her
understanding of her mentor’s final lessons that move this beautiful novel “One Hundred Names” from good to
outstanding.

About the Author : Author Cecelia Ahern is an Irish novelist whose work was first published in the year 2004 with her
debut book Flawed and she has entered the genre with a bang….Cecelia’s books are now published in over 40 countries
and have sold over 25 million copies worldwide. She mainly writes about:

 --- people who are on a journey of self-discovery
 ---people coping with some kind of grief or loss
 ---people falling in and out of love
 ---people finding what they really want to do

THE PLOT
Telling other people’s stories isn’t just about entertainment or news. Our protagonist of ‘One HundredNames”
Kitty Logan is about to learn that it’s about love too. Although the self-absorbed Kitty is not Ahern’s most
appealing character and the prose can be a little clunky at times, it’s worth preserving with One
HundredNames. This heart – warming tale is quite absorbing.Ahern’s characters are often people who are on a
journey of self- discovery, coping with some form of grief or loss, sometimes when there is Romanticism
involved, the keep falling in and out of love- finding what they really want to do. In “One hundred Names “,
the book’s main character, a journalist named Kitty Logan has lost her job on a current affairs programme
after falsely accusing a man of child abuse.TV Show “Thirty Minutes” has dropped her. Vigilantes are
vandalizing her door every day, her land lord wants her out, her best friend has accused her of being a self-
centered bully, worse, her mentor Constance Dubious, is dying of cancer.

Kitty’s character portrayal makes this novel more humane and real. It’s a hugely inspirational novel, gentle
and heartwarming, a little bit different with a touch of magic and a message to take away with you. The
readers find it desperate to find its connection.

Constance, the woman who taught kitty everything she knew is dying. At her mentor’s bedside, Kitty asks her
“What is the one story you always wanted to write? “.

The answer lies in a single sheet of paper lying in her office which consists of one hundred names with
no notes or explanation. The characters from Constance’s list she meets along the way all come with their own
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secrets which are like mini mysteries that kitty must solve. Meeting these ordinary people and learning their
stories, kitty begins to piece together an unexpected portrait of Constance’s life and starts to understand her
own.

THOUGHTS
The truly special element of One Hundred Names is not the story or the characters but its message. Its power
lies directly in its simplicity, it also serves, as a proverbial slap in the face because of its humbleness. While
kitty’s metamorphosis is impressive to watch, it is the people on her list that add spice to the story.Kitty’s life is
in a downward spiral.Although Kitty considers herself to be a journalist who can find a story in anyone, finding
the connection between 100 seemingly random people spread across Dublin seems impossible .However, telling
Constance’s story is Kitty’s last chance to salvage her career, and she pursues her task with perseverance and
fervor.It is this determination and grit that are Kitty’s main redeeming qualities.Throughout much of the story,
Kitty is not a particularly sympathetic protagonist. Although Kitty feels some remorse for Colin Maguire, the
teacher whose career and family are in shambles after Kitty’s false accusations, she finds herself unable to
apologize for her mistakes because she is wrapped up in her own suffering and misery. Ahern often portrays
her as vapid and entitled, and Kitty’s efforts to right her wrongs are more acts ofself-preservation than those of
selflessness. Kitty’s remorse is only for the misery that has resulted from her own poor decisions, rather than
sorrow for the man whose life she has ruined or the colleagues whose livelihoods are jeopardized. As Kitty
tries to put her life back on track, she seems to encounter one stroke of bad luck after another: The stories
from people found on Constance’s list are, in fact, the highlight of One Hundred Names. Ranging from an
elderly but spry woman in a nursing home to a grieving ex-con to a Guinness Book of World Records
aspirant, this eclectic cast of characters are all ordinary people that seem to be underdogs in some form or
fashion, and I found myself rooting for them more so than Kitty. The desire to know their fates and their
connection to one another kept me engaged in the story, rather than any real interest in discovering the
outcome of Kitty’s professional struggles or various romantic encounters, which seem to be included almost
as afterthoughts rather than significant contributions to the storyline.

PUNCH
Kitty’s detective work, figuring out the connections between all one hundred names and attempting to write
this last article in honor of her friend’s death captures a reader’s interest. Her most important task is to write
the story her mentor never had the opportunity to. In this process, she discovers the importance of lives
beyond her own and learns to appreciate Constance’s final lessons. In the days after her resignation, kitty has
become a figure of hate. Abandoned by her boyfriend, betrayed by a so-called friend, dealing with escalating
harassment, she becomes obsessed with fulfilling her mentor’s legacy.
This heart-warming tale is quite absorbing.

Kitty ‘s mentor Constance and her husband run Etcetera, a magazine devoted to real stories, not fashion trends
or celebrity gossips. Kitty’s detective work, figuring out the connection between all one hundred names,
attempting to write this last article in honor of her friend’s death captures a reader’s interest.

CRITICAL ANALYSIS
The book’s main character, a journalist named Kitty Logan has lost her job on a current affairs programme
after falsely accusing a man of child abuse. The book introduces its main character as not so appealing and the
narration of prose is a bit clunky at times.

It pushes the boundaries of a journalist’s dedication and desperation.

The book “One hundred Names “details the protagonist’s often cringe-worthy attempts to rebuild her own life.

It’s a story of secrets of 100 people’s lives whom she is supposed to meet and publish an article according to
her deceased mentor’s wish.
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Finally the story reveals a startling hidden connection that unite all the one hundred people’s lives in some or
the other manner which in turn reflects on the life of her mentor Constance Dubois.

CONCLUSION
In the end, Ahern ties the threads of the story together neatly — perhaps a bit too neatly. Although the premise
of One Hundred Names is interesting, the lack of depth of many of the characters and a rather cliché and
predictable finale keep the story from achieving its potential. However, Ahern’s book easily entertains, with
its cast of eclectic characters and ability to derive stories from seemingly ordinary lives.

Like many writers, Ahern somehow manages to tap into that universal desire for life-affirmation in her novels
but her quirky approach differentiated her from her contemporaries One Hundred Names, Ahern again plays it
straight. However, this seemingly conventional approach wasn't without its own controversy.

Ahern hasn't let marriage or motherhood (her second child Sonny, brother to two-year-old Robin, is only a
few months old) stop her momentum. She wrote her latest novel while pregnant with Sonny and previously
attributed her success to a passion for work, inherited from her father.

Although her debut followed the conventional chick-lit structure, after the success of PS, I Love You Ahern
devoted herself to writing grown-up fairytales that require her readers to forget all about reality and immerse
themselves in the whimsical world that she created. It's the kind of the escapism that's essential these days and
may account for her ongoing phenomenal popularity.


